' 218 Kensington Road 
1850 
Ledge School 


3" school building at this location 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 068 
1850 Ledge School current owner: Town of Berlin Community Art League 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


Sketch 


1850 Current owner: Town of Berlin 


3" ledge school building on this site 


1° built in 1790. 


3" 1850 - closed 1910, reopened 1920-1955 
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(Historic) 


1. BUILDING NAME (Common) 
Community Art League 


O Built up O Tile (J (Spcesty) 


APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 


[x] Aspholt shingle 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES 


ONDITION (Stem tural) 


25" a 40? 


(hater) 


, 
CI Excellent (x) Good i] Foir O Deteriorated O Excellent k) Good 
13. INTEGRITY (], ationt TAN erations) 1F YES, EXPLAIN 
On original 
ita” L) moved kK] ves |_]No Enlarged a 
REL D OUTBUILDINGS OR LAND FEATURES 


(e) Born a Shed () Garage 
O oo 0 Shop O Gorden 


15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


ica) Open land peed: k) Residential 
dus- 
i) Commercial wets (9 Rural DO High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING ANDO SURROUNDING 


Town No.: 


oe tier | 


QUAD: 


Os [Jnr 


Ledge School 


"FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
Site No.: 


DISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY 


‘Ss Actual 0 Potential 


TOWN CITY VILLAGE OUNTY 
3 Berlin Kensington . Hartford 
= REET AND NUMBER (and or location) 
< ' 
Vv 218 Kensington Road 9-3/54/27 
a OWNERIS) 
a Town of Berlin, Town Hall, Kensington, CT 06037 EK] pubic LJ Privete 
WP SUSE TPresend Titistorie) 
Art Center School 
F eCESeIBILATY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE T PLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: Kk} Yes Tne Yes No 
YLE OF BUILDIN DATE OF CO RUC TION 
19th century vernacular c. 1850 
8. MATERIALS) (indicate use of location when appropriate) 
h 
) Clapboard Asbestos Siding x) Brick Ey Pretty) 
foundation 
OD Wood Shingle 0 Asphalt Siding fx) Fieldstone 
brownstone foundation 
O Boord & Batten O Stucco Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Type: Type: = 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
[) Wood frame cy Post and beam CO) balloon 
BG Load beoring masonry O Structural iron or steel 
ia Other (Specify) 
10. ROOF (Type) 
(X] Goble O Flot O Mansord O Monitor ‘a sawtooth 
Other 
Zz OD Gombrel Oo Shed Oo Hip Oo Round (Specify) 
°o 
E (Material) 
= Roll 
o Oo Wood Shingle Asphalt OD Tin O Slate (x) Gable end to the street 
8 Other 


0 Ridge parallel to the street 


D Foir ia} Deteriorated 


DO Other landscape feotures or buildings (Specify) 


Ly Scattered buildings visible from site 


On a large lot just east of the modern Town Hall. 


4k bt 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The facade of the Ledge School is treated as a single large bay. The 
trabeated entry has a glazed transom: and a fixed six-pane sidelight 
to the right. The entry has square chamfered pilasters, a wide 
entablature with a central molding, and a prominent molded cap. Above 
is a paired window fitted with a similar entablature and cap. The 
heavily molded main roof cornice shows a partial return at the gable 
ends. At the right side of the facade is a rectangular stair tower. 
Side elevation windows are grouped near the rear of the building. 
There is a modern steel fire stair at the rear of the left elevation. 
The rear elevation shows a blank wall with a partial return of the 
main roof cornice. Windows on all elevations are generally fitted 
with oversized 6-over-6 sash. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


BUILDER 


19 HISTORICAL OR RCHI URAL IMPOR N 


Although a simple vernacular structure with some Greek Revival over- 
tones, the Ledge School is historically significant as a survivor from 
the early years of Berlin education. Probably built as a small 
district school in the mid 19th-century, the Ledge School was remod- 
elled late in the 19th century in an attempt to keep pace with the 
rapid pace of Kensington's growth. The stair tower is a good indicator 
of the building's likely origin as a one-story structure; a building 
originally built as a two story structure probably would not have 
adopted this awkward arrangement. Ultimately, even this school was 
unable to keep up with Kensington's growth during the peak years of 
immigration. The Ledge School was abandoned in 1910 when the Ken- 
sington Grammar School was completed. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


1855 Atlas 
1869 Atlas 
Berlin Town Reports 
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